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NATIONAT, STATE HIGHWAY PROGRAM 


We are continuing our visits to counties for the purpose of discussing 
our statewide master highway plan and explaining the National Highway 


Program and its impact on New Jersey. 


Within the past month we visited the following counties and met with the 
Senator, Assemblymen, Freeholders, County Engineer, and the Planning Board 
members 
Oct, 79 ne Cape May 
10 -- Warren 
" 15 - Monmouth 
. 17 = £=Bergen 
" 18 $$.-_ Gloucester 
ML ue: yen Cea n 
nt 2h = Hunterdon 
nt cee ~- Burlington 
Nove 2 = Camden 


tr 8 ee Salem 


At each of these meetings the Federal Program and its matching fund require- 
ments were explained in detail as well as the need to provide an extra ‘10 
million a year for non-federal projects and an additional ‘310 million each 
year for the advance purchase of rightsof way. Nowhere had we found out- 
spoken objections to the idea of providing for such funds and in frequent 
instances wholehearted endorsement. ut 
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NATIONAL STATE HIGHWAY PROGRAM, cont'd 


At these meetings future plans for State highway improvement in each 
county are explained and how these plans integrate with the over-all 
state plan, ‘We also review each county's suggestions as to what they 
treet roti be done and have found a remarkable similarity in our re- 


spective thinking, 


As a rule the meetings last about two hours and have been greatly appreci-~ 
ated by the county people because for the first time "the Mountain has gone 


to Mohammed," 


It is planned to continue county meetings with the objective of completing 
the major portion of our 21 visits before the Legislature returns on Novem- 


ber 19th, 


We also have discussed the over-all program and the need for an additional 
520 tation a year with the New Jersey Taxpayers Association, the Board of 
Trustees of the Contractors Association, the State Chamber of Commerce, 

and the New Jersey Automobile Club (AAA). To further insure that our dollar 
needs are widely understood, we have supplied the New Jersey Citizens High- 
way Committee, the Highway Committee of the State Chamber of Commerce, and 
the AAA with mimeographed material outlining the need for additional State 
funds. Copies of this material were included in our October 9th report to 


the Governor, 


At no time has this Department made mention of the possible method of rais- 
ing the extra funds needed to carry out our expanded program, We have how-~ 
ever repeatedly received the suggestion that an extra one cent gas tax is 


the most feasible approach to the problem, 
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Hopelawn Meeting - iiddlesex Freeway 


On the evening of October 11 we attended a public mass meeting in Wood= 
bridge organized for the purpose of protesting the Middlesex Freeway 
alignment in Hopelawm as recommended by consultants to the Highway 
Department. This meeting was attended despite local political advice 

for two reasons: -1) because it was felt that these people had a right 

to be heard; -2) because it was considered advisable to squarely state the 


Department!s position. 


The gathering - estimated by the press as. between 800 and 1000 persons - 
was told that "we have no plans at present! to carry the route east of 
U. S. 1, the point at which the Interstate. (90-10) portion of the Freeway 


terminates. 


A full opportunity was provided for questions from the floor anda com- 
plete explanation of the Department's willingness to continue to search 


for a more acceptable route, 


As a result of this meeting, agitation has subsided and our consultants 
are continuing to explore other alignments through the area. It should 
be remembered that the protested line had previously received approval 
from Woodbridge and Perth Amboy officials in meetings at Trenton. Their 


defection developed only following local citizen objections, 
Paterson Meeting - Bergen-Passaic Expressway 


On October 17 we attended an 8:30 breakfast meeting in Paterson at the 


invitation of the Forward Paterson Movement, It was gratifying to know 
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Paterson Meeting = cont'd. 


that we are literally "over the hump" so far as local opposition to the 
preferred route of the Expressway is concerned in that citye In fact we 
have been able to "sell" the road to the extent that Mayor O'Byrne, the 
Chamber of Commerce and others, including the PATERSON EVENING NEWS, are 


actually looking forward to its early completion. 


Following the breakfast meeting, the Chamber of Commerce conducted a tour 
over the right of way of Route 208 from Fairlawn to Oakland for the purpose 
of emphasizing the need for early construction. In addition to the Paterson 
people, many Bergen officials including freeholders and the mayors of munici- 


palities along Route 208 made the trip. 
OTHER MEETINGS 


Other meetings held during the month included: Princeton Township officials 
who sat down with us to determine as far as possible the proposed alignment 
of the Route 206 to Hightstowm Freeway. Of course, until we sit dow with 


Mercer County people, we cannot divulge too much of the program in Mercer, 


An overall discussion of the Federal Program was held with the area and 
district engineers of the Bureau of Public Roads on October 26, They were 
able to advise us as to the latest developments in the program which, to a 


ereat degree, was information already at hand, 
MAINTENANCE BUILDINGS 


For many years our road maintenance crews in the field have operated in a 


great many instances from makeshift "shacks" they created from scrap materials. 
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MAINTSNANCE BUILDINGS, cont'd 


These "shacks" and their necessary adjuncts, material yards, were located 
usually on portions of highway rights of way not being in use at the moment 
for roadways. Despite the valiant efforts of the maintenance crews to make 
them otherwise, a large number of these sites could be viewed as "eyesores" 

by the motoring public due to their proximity to the roads and "do-it-yourself" 


type of construction. 


For some time now we have been studying the various aspects of establishing 
more orderly and permanent set-ups at key locations. The project is now in 
its final stage with the site for the first such establishment selected and 
building and yard plans in the process of being drawn up. We feel certain 
the improvements will not only enhance the landscape but bring real returns 


in efficient operation. 
ENGINEER ING 


During the past month we brought in about ),0 of ovr field engineering person~ 
nel to attend a demonstration of electronic computation of engineering calcu- 
lations. This, presently, mainly concerns a laborious "strongarm" chore that 
is necessary in order to produce the volumes of earth to be moved about in 
construction. Our people are now evaluating their impressions. Evidence 
available from other highway departments indicates much to be gained by enm- 


tarking on a program of this nature, 
PULASKI SKYWAY 


Resurfacing of the Pulaski Skyway was undertaken by our maintenance forces 


on October 2lith and is now practically complete, The new surface is a machine- 
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PULASKI SKYVAY, cont'd 


laid coat of synthetic rock asphalt, which gives ail indications of having 
many advantages over the natural material. As a preface to the Skyway re- 
surfacing operation, our people constructed test strips of the synthetic 
rock asphalt. These not only produced evidence of durability, but skid 
tests during rainy weather indicated that the type of sand-asphalt material 


being applied to the Skyway has a very satisfactory degree of skid resistance, 


Our maintenance people observed, during the resurfacing operations, a marked 
tendency of drivers to step up their driving speed as soon as a newly re- 
surfaced section was opened to them. In the hopes of heading off the possi- 
bility of a rash of accidents due to speed on the Skyway after the job was 
finished, we passed this information on to the Hudson County police in a 


letter before the project was half done, 
CENTERLINE BARRIERS 


After some very firm "urging" on our part, the contractor who is to con- 
struct the centerline barrier on the Skyway managed to settle the "Jjuris- 
dictional labor dispute" that was holding up operations on that very import- 
ant project. The controversy centered around whether laborers or steel- 
workers were to drill the holes through the Skyway'!s concrete deck in order 
to bolt down the divider. The issue was settled in favor of common labor, 


and the work gotten under way on the night of October 25th. 


Our Route 22 concrete centerline barrier drew a very laudatory article in the 
NEWARK NEWS of October 28th. The article, a reproduction of which is in- 
cluded in this report, cited the barrier as "effective" in "eliminating 

’ 


deadly crashes", It pointed to the fact that there have been no deaths on 
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10-28-56 


~ Rt. 22 Barrier Is Effective 
Hillside Separator Eliminating Deadly Crashes 


. By REUBEN BARB 
Seal! Correspondent 


HiLLSipE—The concrete traffic separaler in Rt, 22, installed a year ago, has not 


decreased the annual accident toll here, but it % accomplishing its primary purpose in 
Saas os deadly headon crashes that onee ued this main traffic 


= 


Since 1951, a total of 11 persons have died in mishaps along the 1.9 miles of Rt. 22 


Sr nea 


j is | unity’s bor- ~~ 
wiht! ite ies | cfove| way estrance into the Forthuber|ta the Bloy St. overpase and also 
Heer he 20-inch’ Ttct. located at MeLean Pl.jfor a pedestrian bridge acress 
construction of the 20-IRCRipeiice Commissioner Henry|the highway at Deremus Pl. 
high concave shaped barrier cojinor said the township is|Plans for these projects arg new 
‘xet October In the same five attempting to have cut-offs cen-|being studied by state and tewn- 
‘car period mare thes 100 per-)cinieted at these points. ship engineers. — 
sonal injury secwlemta were Te! Construetion of the barrier, baxtier was completed jest 
cuti’ A heavy percentage of/ coidhor said, also has bemefitted|Jan. 6. It extends intermittently 
both the fatal and injury accl-yegestrians. He distlosed that/frem -Empire St. Newark, to 
dents were’ sttributed to head-onjtentative approval has been|/Mountain Ave., North Plainfield. 
crashes. granted by the state highway|Total length of its segments is 
Only ene incident has marred | Separtment for construction of!20,478 feet, erected ata cost of 
the otherwise perfect record ry two stairways from the highway $118,000. 
the barrier im preventing th#s: 
type of mishap. Last Jan. 22, a; 
westbound car driyén by a New-; 
ark man climbed the barrier and, 
skidded for 132 feet before it) 
was struck by an éattbound car. 
The impact carried the Newark 
man’s vehicle into the east lane.| 
‘No one was injured, The cab 
of a tractor. trailer came to rest 
with its left wheel hanging over 
the barrier in another incident. | 
Average Fairly Level 
The number of accidents, how-; 
_ever, has nat decreased. ‘Since! 
October 1951, the yearly average. 
of Rt, 22 accidents in Hillside’ 
-has been 93. Only a 75-accident! 
‘vear from 1952-1953 brings the 
average down from its usual 96-, 
99 level. But police Chief Paul} 
F, Korlesky says he did not ex-' 
pect the accident total to ease 
off because of the barrier. “On 
a highway as crowded as this’ 
one, it is almost impossible to} 
stop th: rear end, chain reaction) 
crashes.” 
Korlesky <ays that Rt. 28 
» through Hillside carries more 
traffie than R‘ !. considered by 
the state to ae ‘he heeviest 
. traveled road in New Jersey. 
Installation af tse center bar- 
rier simultaneoursss added new 
safety feature. io Ri. 22. Where 
jt kad previcowsls widened and 
narrowed dangerously at five 
turn-arsund points, it is now a 
straight road. The turn-arounds 
have been eliminated. Several 
still exist on the right shoulder, 
but these serve only as emer- 
Kency areas on the non-stop 
route through the townskip. 
Several dangerous features re- 
main. These primarily are the 
right angle exit-entrance at Hill- 
dale pl., Harding Ber., Doremus 
Ave., Bloy St. and the only high- 
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CENTERLINE BARRIERS, cont'd 


the route in the Hillside area since its construction, as compared to 


11 deaths since 1951 and before the barrier's construction. 
TRA INING 


At the invitation of our Employee Training Section, the local office of the 
Bureau of Public Roads had one of its top men visit with several of our people 
on November 2 for the purpose of outlining their procedures and processes, 

Our group consisted of supervisory engineering personnel in the main, but 

all branches of the Department with any occasion to come in contact with 

the Federal Bureau were also represented, The relationship of the Federal 
Bureau of Roads and the State Highway Department to the accelerated and ex= 
panded Federal Highway Program was a principal point of explanation and dis- 
cussion. The Federal Bureau also had one of its personnel conduct an education- 
al session with a group of our engineering trainees two weeks prior to this 
meeting. It is hoped that through these sessions a better understanding of 
their procedures and functions will be reached, thus holding to a minimum 

any chance for misunderstandings as to their needs (detailed facts, figures, 


and reports) and any delays that might result through error along these lines, 
BUDGET REVIEWS 


We are now engaged in a division by division review of our budgetary require- 
ments for the forthcoming fiscal year. A l-man committee started last week, 
and hopes to conclude by the end of this week, a review of each item sub- 
mitted by heads of our various operational fields, Our final budget therefor 


will reflect a "tight" estimate of this Department's 1957-58 needs. 
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ONOW AND ICE CONTROL 


Distributicn this month of 2h5 snow plows among 55 individual and fleet 
truck operators who will supplement the Department's own snow and ice 
control forces marked the final phase of "getting ready" for the inevitable 


winter storms, 


We will be considerably reinforced this year in our snow and icc control efforts. 
Greater mobility can be expected by reason of the twoeway radio system that has 
been installed within our Maintenance Bureau since last winter, There will be 
more equipment available by reason of our being able to put 98 of our ow 
mobile units in the field as compared to )\85 last year, and being able to call 
upon 29 more private trucks, to which our plows have been attached, than last 
season. In all, we'll be able to put 743 units to work in actual clearing of 


the roads this coming season as compared to 701 last year, 


More and better supporting equipment, including loaders for snow and abrasives 
and 25 new salt spreaders, will without doubt increase efficiency and speed in 
our operation. This will be particularly so with regard to ice control, which 


now comprises over half of our effort. 


CONSTRUCTION BIDS 


October 9 = Route U.S. 1 & 9 - Wolf Creek Bridge approaches 
Ridgefield and Fairview, Bergen County, Franklin 
Contracting Company, Newark - $135,945.10 


October 16 = Route 151 - Memorial Avenue Underpass, Camden, 
Camden County, F., A.Canuso & Sons =Philadelphia, 294937620 


November 1 = Route 23 - Invert Paving for bridge over Pequan- 
nock River, Kinnelon & West Milford, Morris & 
Passaic Counties. Sole bid received exceeded 
engineer's estimate and was not accepted. 


S 165,882.36 


———————————— EES ee 
ae a a - 


4 i 
. 
‘ i e, 
i Als 
) 
— y ‘ 
~- a ' i] 
J \ 
oy Mom 
\] 
ty ot 


efi ce 


te? 


toolt. bas Laybiv. bbak &. SH0RR sola wont 28 to dee si fot PEF 
sot bas vooe, so atmontsscot debt drionotqqwe Ch ofr 2 ore sa 
- hy “a 3 
_afdat yer ‘ext 10% "yhsot paisteg” 10 Aste Sontt ort besten cso? Lows 


| 


| Me ne ee ey. 


nan dedt sateva ofthat v {tO VT ort 6 moasers wt batooane os £19: > wit ot B94 


ed Life eerT. +s hekw tasl SOLS: yearned conuodibek ee. pals E8e be tite 


1, DPA S ; 


fore: ‘eee "ter 7 OR tuq ot fds ontied BO : Yo nosnen w alidgtiors Se 


— 


thse ot alcts waked bas they teol 28! of bererning es. bik dtd ein 


tal Ws 


teal west sales nantes need aves enrol NFO dete oF eon sieri i 0 ta 
Py het ike hae ah 


Yo anttselo favdge a Xow od ad eur ev Pee had ‘side od few eLte ak ~et Ey 
ae wil yaa oak Vd ioe 


»taey teal roy ot be09 as acaiaee wos ob 


savirords hoe wore. toh. exobaod eakhutent trcongtupe » arveagre aitod § 
nt beeqe bre yonaistite esaatoat Hefsroh Suostt ba thew eashsorae 9 ae! 
dotder, Lott iatdo ent of busget dd iw oe re ae Lb abet 


netic eongas wpbiboet Pan YLoW ~ 'e gabe 
| Wanreninis chi Ray wolvxtet 
Os ede (eel &; 


OSeVER.SS | atl tebal itt anak 3 odscuss A 


> ? rag Py 
2.2 4 i ni 
Soto 
Obie & oe 
7 ae os, : i 
: % nee ie 
th» - van} 
Ths i Amy iv va 9 
4% vi - aes 


s g 
~ 
Hl 
x: 
Yin 
f 


